
Winter cereals can make the
claim of being sustainable
Winter cereals lessen the load
for spring seeding
Winter cereals make efficient
use of farm operation
resources, human and
mechanical
Winter cereals are beneficial
for the environment
Winter cereals are good for
the soil
Winter cereals are an excellent
tool against weed pressure,
pests and disease
Winter cereals make efficient
use of moisture and fertility
Winter cereals decrease
management risk and financial
risk

The total appears to be in the
171,000 acre range. 

We as producers must keep in
mind the advantages of growing
winter cereals. As a set of tools for
risk management and for
environmental stewardship,
winter cereals tick off many boxes:

I cannot overemphasize the
importance of focused research
for our organization because we
have limited checkoff funds
available. 
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We collaborate with a large
number of stakeholders such as
WGRF, AAFC, Universities on the
prairies, SK Agriculture, as well
as private industry. The checkoff
research dollars become
leveraged approximately 5 to 6
times. What is more impressive
is the collaboration among the
various commodity
commissions in the prairie
provinces.

In closing, I encourage all of you
to bolster your enthusiasm to
grow winter cereals in light of
the benefits listed above. On behalf of the SWCDC, I bring

greetings to you. The agriculture
sector of our province, nation
and global community is a vital
and resilient one. There have
been challenges but, in those
challenges, opportunities have
presented themselves. 

The winter cereal growers finally
saw a fall that presented
opportunity for timely seeding
and time to do the seeding.
Unfortunately, the dryness that
allowed for a providential
harvest tended to be a challenge
for adequate moisture for
seeding fall crops. Based on this,
some made the choice to not
put in a fall crop. As a result, we
have seen our seeded acres for
winter wheat reduced again,
though fall rye has held its own. 
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Nominations for Directors on the Board of the Saskatchewan Winter
Cereals Development Commission are now open. 

Nominations close at noon (CST) on Friday September 3, 2021.

There are three Director positions open. The positions begin in
January 2022 after the Annual General Meeting. All registered
producers of winter cereals who have not requested a levy refund in
the past 2 years are eligible to run for the board. 

To be nominated, fill out and return the nomination form.
Nominations require the support of three registered winter cereal
growers. If winter cereals are not sold under a personal name, the
Designated Representative Certificate must be also completed.
Documents can be found on the SWCDC website. 
(https://swcdc.ca/board-elections/)

Dates: 
Nominations Close: Noon, Friday September 3, 2021
Ballots to be sent out by: Friday, October 15, 2021
Ballots returned by: Friday, November 19, 2021
Election results to be announced at the AGM in January 2022 (date to
be confirmed) 

For more information, contact Carol Ann Patterson via email at
carolann@swcdc.info or via phone at 1-833-857-3711.
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John Burns, Chair
Windy Poplars Farms 
P.O. Box 669 
Wynyard, SK     S0A 4T0 
Cell:1-306-554-7479
windypoplars.burns@gmail.com

Brad White, Vice-Chair
Brad White Ag Ventures Ltd
Box 857 
Gull Lake, SK     S0N 1A0 
Cell: 1-306-672-7466
bwhite@xplornet.com

Wade Gray, Finance
A & W Gray Farms Ltd 
Box 151 
Eyebrow, SK     S0L 1L0 
Cell: 1-306-759-7794
mrwadegray@hotmail.com

Dale Hicks
Hick Seeds Grains
Box 884
Outlook, SK     S0L 2N0
Cell: 1-306-229-9517
hickseedgrains@gmail.com

Barclay Meinert 
Meinert Enterprises
Box 1208
Shaunavon, SK     S0N 2M0
Cell: 1-306-297-7356
barclaymeinert@gmail.com

Carol Ann Patterson
P.O Box 21003
Saskatoon, SK     S7H 5H9
Office: 1-306-242-1306
Toll free: 1-833-857-3711
carolann@swcdc.info

The SWCDC newsletter is now available electronically. If you would
like Winter Cereals Grower to come directly to your inbox, subscribe
at the bottom of the https://swcdc.ca/ website.

We strive to keep all growers informed and ask that you share the
newsletter sign-up information with your fellow winter cereals
growers.

REGISTER FOR THE NEW ONLINE
WINTER CEREALS GROWER
NEWSLETTER!
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onboard sprayer came directly from a grower in
Saskatchewan,” says Dr. Beres. “The idea is that as
you’re swathing canola, there is an onboard
sprayer simultaneously performing weed control
ahead for the succeeding winter wheat.”

It’s an unconventional approach, but the results
show promise.

“We’re still in the proof-of-concept stage, but so far
we’re seeing that using the on-board sprayer is
producing the same yield in the winter wheat as
conventional pre-seed weed control practices,” says
Dr. Beres. 

Combining these two agronomic practices into a
single step could help growers save time, reduce
costs, and improve overall efficiencies. 

An alternative strategy is to plant the wheat directly
into canola stubble. 

“We have another study looking at the biological
response of winter wheat when it’s cropped behind
faba beans, oats and the range of everything in
between,” says Dr. Beres. “So far we’re seeing that
the yield of winter wheat planted after pulses like
faba beans, lentils, soybeans and peas, as an
example, provide comparable to superior winter
wheat yield versus canola.”

In the coming years, Dr. Beres work will further
advance winter wheat cropping systems as he
investigates different fungicide application
strategies and compares the overall value of winter
wheat versus spring wheat.

 “Yield stability, not just yield potential, is a major
focus of our research team, and that knowledge
and set of practices achieving both provides
growers with assurance that year over year, field to
field, the tools we develop will give consistent
results,” says Dr. Beres. 

Dr. Brian Beres - Senior Scientist at the Agriculture
and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) Lethbridge Research
and Development Centre (LeRDC) - is working
closely with farmers and stakeholders to improve
Canadian winter wheat cropping systems.

The five-year research program will generate an
innovative agronomic package for achieving sus-
tainable winter wheat production in the Prairies.
The initiative is supported through the Saskatche-
wan Winter Cereals Development Commission, the
Canadian Agricultural Partnership Program, Alberta
and Saskatchewan Wheat Commissions, and
Western Grains Research Foundation.

“This program is the third iteration of an agrono-
mic, systems-based project designed to enhance
the production of winter wheat,” says Dr. Beres. “So
far, we’ve delivered to producers a solid agronomic
package, but we’re always looking to build on that,
incrementally, and it’s through this current work
where we hope to address new issues and
opportunities for that package.”

Modern canola agronomic practices are raising
challenges for growers wanting to sequence winter
wheat, making crop sequencing following canola a
major focus area of this program.

“In the past, winter wheat could easily follow
behind canola,” says Dr. Beres. “Now, the newer
canola hybrids with increased yields require a
longer growing season and we’re also seeing a shift
from swathing to straight-cutting, both which delay
harvest and consequently delay the planting
window for winter wheat.” 

So, Dr. Beres is looking at options for shortening
the period between canola harvest and winter
wheat planting. 

“The concept for a modified swather with an 
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A Growing Case for Winter Wheat in the Prairies
Janna Moats



Higher grain yield than all of the checks in Alberta
and is particularly well adapted to the more
northerly areas of the prairies
Improved winter survival over the checks
Shorter than AAC Emerson
Excellent disease package with R ratings for Leaf
Rust, Stem Rust, and Stripe Rust and MR for FHB
Improved protein over tradition winter wheat
varieties like CDC Buteo and Moats
Improved gluten strength, higher loaf volume, and
better loaf-top ratio than all of the checks and
maintains the excellent milling characteristics of
CWRW

AAC Vortex is a new Canada Western Red Winter
wheat variety developed at Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada’s Lethbridge Research and Development
Centre and licensed to Alliance Seed. 

AAC Vortex will most likely be commercially available
in 2022-2023 growing season. 

NEW VARIETY - AAC VORTEX 4
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Winter wheat area, on the other hand, eroded
from its recent peak of 500,000 acres in 2013,
down to just 57,700 acres last fall. Unlike rye,
which is largely its own market, Prairie winter
wheat is one small part of a large complex. One
reason area has slipped is the development of
high producing spring wheat varieties that have
reduced winter wheat’s yield advantage. Declining
area can then become a self-perpetuating cycle,
where smaller production makes it harder for
buyers to put together shipping programs
specifically for winter wheat, which can reduce
marketing opportunities, which in turn might
further discourage acres. 

This can leave the feed market as the primary
outlet. This isn’t necessarily a poor option – this
year saw bids as high as top milling grades in
some locations – but that opportunity is not easy
to see when planting decisions are made.

Decisions on planting winter cereals reflects many
factors, including agronomics, potential profit-
ability, local markets and circumstances in the fall
when the crop goes in. When considering all the
variables, it’s not surprising acres can fluctuate so
much year to year.

Saskatchewan Winter Cereal Plantings

The past 10 years have seen significant variability in
winter wheat and fall rye planting in Saskatchewan.
Combined area peaked at 710,000 acres in the fall
of 2011, only to work down to just 171,800 acres
this latest season. But within this aggregate figure is
two different stories between the crops.

Although there are outliers, Saskatchewan has
generally planted between 110,000 to 140,000
acres of fall rye most years over the past decade.
This is more consistent than Manitoba and Alberta,
particularly as their acres jumped considerably the
last two years.

MARKET REPORT 

Jonathon Driedger - LeftField Commodity Research
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Winter Cereals Well Supplied for Next Season



MARKET REPORT  - continued 6

What Lies Ahead

Currently it looks like neither fall rye nor wheat will
be in short supply going forward. Two consecutive
years of significant production increases in
Western Canada, followed by another 4% rise in
plantings last fall to the largest area since 2006,
means rye will be abundantly supplied. Recent
support from a strong Prairie feed grain market
helped prop up prices, but that dynamic may drop
off next year. This will leave rye counting on either
growing demand from the traditional outlets
(primarily exports, but also domestic milling,
industrial use and seed, which in aggregate have
been relatively stable in recent years), and/or
trying to competitively price itself back into feed
channels. The result is a market that may struggle
to get much upside traction.

While hard red spring wheat supplies are tighter,
global wheat production will increase. This
means winter wheat prices may be an
increasingly distant follower to spring wheat. It is
possible the feed market could again be strong,
although that will be a function of the corn
outlook and the Prairie harvest. Winter wheat’s
early harvest may allow an opportunity to fill a
small demand window prior other feed grains
get taken off. Improving winter wheat price
prospects will ultimately require spillover help
from other markets. 



genetics of winter wheat survival
and hardier lines are being field
tested in Saskatoon and
Lethbridge. 

The lead on fall rye research is
Dr. Raja Ragupathy at AAFC
Lethbridge. The research is
investigating disease resistance
in rye for FHB, leaf rust and
stem rust and fungicide
application timing with the goal
to generate new rye breeding
populations for future
commercialization. 

Fall seeding for winter cereals is
always a matter of timing.
Wheatland Conservation Area
and South East Research Farm
have been evaluating winter
wheat viability when it is planted
in September and into late
October. Later seeding dates will
accommodate the extended
growing seasons of summer
crops and the vagrancies of
weather. 

Annual General Meeting 2021

As with the other crop
commissions, the SWCDC AGM
was a virtual affair. While we
missed the in-person
networking, the virtual platform
enabled more than 100 people
to join our meeting and learn
about the new winter wheat
varieties in the pipeline. We are
still working on logistics for the 

2022 meeting and hope it will be
a hybrid affair---in person and
virtual to engage as many
producers and participants as
possible. 

Marketing Opportunity

A mill in the region of Montreal
is looking to purchase winter
wheat that is suitable for
processing products made for
human consumption. 

The production plant in the
Montérégie region milled its first
quality grains in February 2007
and continues to look to partner
with farmers and bakers to
develop, produce, and market
clean label specialty flours that
meet the needs of industrial and
artisanal bakers. 

If you are interested in selling
your 2021 winter wheat crop or
signing a contract for the 2022
crop, please contact the
company at 1-819-208-8028.

Growing Season

Plan now to reserve winter
wheat, fall rye and triticale seed
for fall planting. Check out the
SWCDC website for a list of seed
distributors and growers
(https://swcdc.ca/production/). 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

Carol Ann Patterson

Welcome to the resurrected
"Grow Winter Cereals" news-
letter. We plan on issuing two
newsletters each year - summer
and winter. Sign up at SWCDC.ca!

Research Initiatives

Producer levy dollars contribute
to the research on winter wheat
and fall rye. Under the direction
of Dr. Robert Graf, the winter
wheat breeding program is
developing and testing new
winter wheat varieties with
greater yields, enhanced quality
and a good agronomic package.
Alliance Seeds is commer-
cializing one such new variety
(AAC Vortex) developed by Dr.
Graf’s team at AAFC Lethbridge.
 
Dr. Brian Beres (AAFC Lethbridge)
is incrementally improving the
agronomic package for producers
investigating ways to make winter
cereals more profitable. 

Drs Ravi Chibbar and Monica
Baga (University of Saskat-
chewan) continue to study the 
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Ceres Global Ag Corp
PO Box 245
Oxbow, SK S0C 2B0
T: 306-988-4456
E: dbiberdorf@ceresglobalag.com

Chesterfield Stock Farm Ltd
PO Box 12
Mantario, SK S0L 2J0
T: 306-460-9344
E: chesterfield@xplornet.com

Delmar Commodities Ltd
PO Box 1055
Winkler, MB R6W 0L7
T: 204-331-3696
E: info@delmarcommodities.com 

Feedmax Ltd Partnership
22nd Floor, 333 Main St.
Winnipeg, MB R3C 3X2
T: 204956-2090 x249
E: bdiaz@patersongrain.com

G3 Canada Ltd
200 Portage Ave, 3rd Floor
Winnipeg, MB R3C 3X2 
T: 204-983-1284 
E: Larissa_peril@g3.ca 

Grain Millers Inc
301-10400 Viking Dr
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
T: 952-983-1284
E: Deb.kosek@grainmillers.com 

GrainCorp Operations Ltd
260-48 Quarry Park Bvld SE
Calgary, AB T2C 5P2 
T: 587-880-6279
E: Cindy.chang@grainsconnect.com

Husky Oil Marketing
Partnership-Lloydminster
PO Box 1710 
Lloydminster, SK S9V 1M6
T: 306-820-2025
E: Andrea.green@huskyenergy.com

Husky Oil Marketing
Partnership-Minnedosa
PO Box 335
Minnedosa, MB R0J 1E0
T: 306-867-8129  
E: Candace.shorrock@huskyenergy.com

JGL Commodities Ltd
PO Box 40
Moosejaw, SK S6H 4N7
T: 306-624-2378
E: micaha@jglgrain.com

Linear Grain Inc
PO Box 219 
Carman, MB R0G 0J0 
T: 204-745-6747
E: lgonzalez@lineargrain.com

Lyft Commodity Trading Ltd
506-318 Homer St
Vancouver, BC V6B 2V2
T: 604-355-4275
E: james@lyftcommodity.com 

Maple Leaf Foods Inc
PO Box 290
Landmark, MB R0A 0X0
T: 204-355-6223 
E: Steven.michaleski@mapleleaf.com

North West Terminal Ltd
PO Box 1090 
Unity, SK S0K 4L0 
T: 306-228-4590
E: holly@northwestterminal.com

Nutrasun Foods Ltd
22nd Floor, 333 Main St
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4E2 
T: 204-956-2090x249
E: bdiaz@patersongrain.com

Nuvision Commodities Inc
PO Box 190 
St. Jean Baptiste, MB R0G 2B0
T: 204-758-3401x203
E: ap@nuvisioncommodities.ca 

BUYERS LIST 

ADM
4666 East Faries Parkway
Decatur, IL 62526 
T: 217-451-4563
E: graincheckoff@adm.com 

Agri-Tel Grain Ltd
PO Box 808,
Beausejour, MB R0E 0C0
T: 204-268-1415 x23
E: info@agritelgrain.com

Alliance Pulse Processers Ind
DBA AGT Foods Canada
6200 East Primrose Green Dr
Regina, SK S4V 3L7
T: 306-525-7121
E: ap@agtfoods.com 

Ardent Mills U L C
1400-1875 Lawrence Street
Denver, CO 80202
T: 720-598-2077 
E: Sheila.leach@ardentmills.com 

Broadgrain Commodities Inc
900-18 King Street
Toronto, ON M5C 1C4 
T: 416-504-0070 x332
E: Suzana.wehmeyer@broadgrain.com

CB Constantini Ltd
910-980 Howe St.
Vancouver, BC V6Z 0C8
T: 604-669-1212
E: buyers@cbconstantini.com 

Canada Malting Co Ltd 
3316 Bonnybrook RD SE
Calgary AB T2G 4M9 
T: 360-905-3308 
E: nscholz@gwmalt.com

Cargill Ltd
300-240 Graham Ave
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4C5
E: Bharath_m@cargill.com
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R W Organic Ltd
PO Box 232
Mossbank, SK S0H 3G0
T: 306-354-2660
E: rworganic@sasktel.net

Richardson International
2800 Lombard Pl
Winnipeg, MB R3B 0X8
T: 204-934-5652
E: Marissa.ford@richardson.ca

Scoular Canada Ltd 
1110-10201 Southport Rd SW
Calgary, AB T2W 4X9 
T: 403-720-9050
E: Canada_compliance@scoular.com

Seaboard Special Crops
201-2595 Quance St E
Regina, SK S4V 2Y8
T: 306-565-3917
E: Deepti.parihar@seaboardcorp.com

Seed-Ex Inc
PO Box 238
Letellier, MB R0G 1C0 
T: 204-737-2000
E: sheryl@seed-ex.com

Shafer Commodities
2914-12 Ave S
Lethbridge, AB T1K 0R1
T: 403-328-5066
E: kyezovich@shafercom.com 

South West Terminal Ltd
PO Box 719
Gull Lake, SK S0N 1A0 
T: 306-672-4542
E: jstanford@swt.ca

Sunrise Foods International Inc
200-306 Queen St
Saskatoon, SK S7K 0M2
T: 306-657-5-4542
E: bstus@sunrisefoods.ca

Terra Grain Fuels Inc 
(Coop Ethanol Complex)
PO Box 3720 
Regina, SK S4P 3N8
T:306-345-2280
E: tdyck@terragrainfuels.com

Tradex Commodity Group Inc
120-302 Wellman Lane
Saskatoon, SK S7T 0J1
T: 306-975-7066 
E: tammy@tradexgroup.net

Vandaele Seeds Ltd
PO Box 144         
Medora, MB R0M 1K0
T: 204-665-2384
E: alexis@vandaeleseeds.com

Viterra Inc
2625 Victoria Ave
Regina, SK S4T 7T9
Contact local Viterra facility 

Wilbur Ellis Co of Canada Ltd
212084 TWP RD 81A        
Lethbridge ABT1K 8G6
T: 403-380-1706
E: tschuurm@wilburellis.com 

Wilde Bros Ag Trading
PO Box 150 
Raymond, AB T0K 2S0
T: 403-752-0115
E: Wbat.sj@gmail.com

OlyPork/OlySky
PO Box 610 
Humboldt, SK S0K 2A0
T: 306-682-7230
E: kaylalueke@olymel.com

Parrish & Heimbecker Ltd
1400-201 Portage Ave
Winnipeg, MB R3B 3K6
T: 204-987-4325 
E: jicban@pandh.ca

Paterson Grain
22nd Floor, 333 Main St
Winnipeg, MB R3C 4E2
T: 204-956-2090 
E: info@patersongrain.com

Pound-Maker Agventures
Ltd
PO Box 518
Lanigan, SK S0K 2M0
T: 306-365-4281
E: reanne@pound-maker.ca

Prairie Ag Commodity
Trading 
5-3810 Burron Ave
Saskatoon, Sk S7P 0E4 
T: 306-986-8899
E: jason@pactrading.ca

Prairie Flour Mills Ltd
PO Box 301
Elie, MB R0H 0H0
T: 204-353-2895 
E: Wes.burtle@prairieflour.com

Providence Grain Group Inc
168-11870 88 Ave
Fort Saskatchewan, AB T8L 0K1
T: 780-997-0211
E: csloboda@providencegrain.ca
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