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MINUTES OF THE 10TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
SASKATCHEWAN WINTER CEREALS DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
SASKATOON INN, JANUARY 9, 2017
Chair Hicks as Chairman opened the meeting and called to order at 9:05 AM with approximately 30 in attendance
A. AMEND / APPROVE AGENDA
Motion #AGM 2017-1
Approve the Agenda as provided:
Moved: BURNS
Seconded:

AKINS

CARRIED

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion # 2017-2
To approve the minutes of the 2016 AGM meeting as distributed.
Moved GUDMUNDSON
Seconded: BURNS

CARRIED

C: PRESENTATIONS:
Chairman’s message, Executive Directors report. Audited financial report
D: AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMEMT APPROVAL:
Motion AGM 2017 – 3 Moved by__BURNS___, Seconded by__GUDMUNDSON__
Whereas the Members of the SWCDC are in receipt of the 2015 – 2016 financial statements as prepared Twigg
and, whereas these financial statements have been approved by the Board of Directors:
Therefore, be it moved that the 2015 – 2016 financial statement be received as submitted.

& Company

CARRIED

E: APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR.
Motion AGM 2017 - 4. Moved by ___GUDMUNDSON_______ Seconded by ___BURNS____
Whereas the SWCDC is required by regulation to appoint a Chartered Accountant to review and provide
financial reports on
the activities of the SWCDC and, Whereas the board has approved Twigg and Company, Max Lingard, 650 Regency Center, 333
25th Street East, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan be appointed as the auditor for the SWCDC.
Be it moved that Twigg and Company, Max Lingard, 650 Regency Center, 333 25 th Street East, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan be
appointed as the auditor for the SWCDC for the fiscal year 2016 – 2017. CARRIED
F. OTHER BUSINESS : J. Davidson requested new or other business from the floor. None reported
G: ADJOURN

Moved to adjourn at 9.40 AM Mark Akins

H: Presentations were made by: Ravi Chibbar & Monica Baga, Jamie Larsen, Brian Beres and Rob Graff.

.

Chairman’s Report
Mark Akins P.Ag. CCA, Acting Chair. Hearne Saskatchewan
2017 was another challenging year for Saskatchewan producers. In retrospect yield results were better than anticipated during the middle of
summer given much of the province experiencing very hot, dry conditions. Grain quality was better than it has been in many years, especially for
cereal crops where we seemed to have been given at least a season’s reprieve from heavy fusarium pressure.
Fall Seeding was a challenge due to extreme dryness extending well into October in southern portions and later harvest in the north east. Acres are
down roughly 30% to 170,000 for winter wheat and 70,000 for fall rye as a result. Lower seeded acres are disappointing, but we look forward to
producing successful winter cereal crops on those acres in 2018 and using that to regain some of the ground lost in the past couple of seasons. The
underlying reasons to grow winter cereals are as relevant as ever, we just need to show off the successes and plan for a successful fall 2018 seeding
window.
Our commission is going through many changes during the last half of 2017 and into 2018.
1. We welcome two newly elected directors to our board, Wade Gray of Eyebrow and Brad White of Gull Lake, we look forward to your
fresh opinions and insight.
2. Jake Davidson, our Executive Director since inception will be moving on in 2018, we wish to thank him for his tireless efforts organizing us
and making sure the commission ran smoothly.
3. We expect to have an announcement of a new Executive Director very soon, so stay tuned.
4. Since August we have been collection 98 cents per tonne up from 50 due to taking over the Western Canadian Research Deduction which
has been given to provincial groups to collect and distribute. No new deductions just one to SWCDC instead of being split 2 ways before.
5. Also funding for winter wheat projects will be changing going forward with GF3 to begin in 2018. The commission is continually working
to understand how government, private and checkoff funding can be best used to do the work our growers are asking for.
The Saskatchewan Winter Cereals Development Commission is prepared to meet these challenges with optimism and excitement. We look for
your input as stakeholders in the industry on ways to improve opportunities for winter cereal growers in our province.
A Message from the Executive Director
J.A. Davidson, P.Ag., PAS
Welcome to the 11th Annual General Meeting of the Saskatchewan Winter Cereals Development Commission. This meeting will be my last as I head
into retirement from the commission. The past 12 years have been an eventful and rewarding experience as I managed the formation of the
commission and continued to guide it through it’s infancy into a fully functional and respected producer organization.
Along the way we have funded critical research, field trials and market outreach programs. We were involved in sponsoring agronomic research in
both Growing Forward and Growing Forward 2. We are currently deep into planning for Growing Forward 3. The SWCDC was instrumental in reestablishing research into Fall Rye and have funded 3 significant projects. In addition, our funding of genetic mapping of winter wheat at the University
of Saskatchewan will speed the introduction of new varieties with superior winter hardiness. Overall the entire experience has been both challenging
and rewarding.
I would like to thank my current and all previous Boards of Directors for their support over the last 12 years. Special thanks to Rod Fedoruk, the
Founding Chairman of the SWCDC who was responsible for my hiring so many years ago. The research community with whom I work has also been
supportive and instrumental in my understanding of the crop and its special properties. Without the ongoing effort from Rob Graf, Brian Beres, Jamie
Larsen, Ravi Chibbar and Monica Baga the SWCDC would not have been able to engineer our successes.
Your continued support of the SWCDC will ensure that Winter Cereals will continue to thrive in the province of Saskatchewan.

