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Meeting Agenda 

 

 

Monday, January 13, 2014 

8:30 a.m.  Registration, Coffee 

  SWCDC AGM 
 - Introduction of Commission 
 - Executive Director's Report 
 - Election Announcement 
 - Financial Reports 
 - Appointment of Auditor 
 - New Business from the Floor  

  Chairman's Comments: SWCDC ,Targeted Spending of Levy 
Dollars- Dale Hicks 

  Cold Hardiness Research. The Current Approach. Dr. Ravi 
Chibbar, Dr. Monica Baga, University of Saskatchewan. 

  Grain Markets. Chris Ferris Senior Grains Analyst, Canada, 
Informa Economics Inc.   

  The World of Fertilizer. Current News. Ray Dowbenko, Agrium 

  Adjourn 
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Business Office 
 
c/o Winter Cereals Canada Inc, P.O. Box 689, Minnedosa, Manitoba R0J 1E0 
 Phone 1-866-472-4611, 204-874-2330.   Fax 204-874-2135 
 Executive Director, J. A. (Jake) Davidson, P.Ag., PAS 

jake@swcdc.info 
Website: www.swcdc.info 



MINUTES OF THE 6TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
SASKATCHEWAN WINTER CEREALS DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
SASKATOON INN, SASKATOON, SK. JANUARY 7, 2013 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am by Chairman Dale Hicks 
 
The board of directors was introduced to the meeting. It was announced that Graham DeRoose had been nominated 
and declared elected to the board to replace Rod Fedoruk. All other directors remained as in 2012. 
 
Motion AGM 2013 - 1 Moved by Mark Akins, Seconded by Tom Hewson. 
Be it moved that the agenda be accepted as presented. Carried 
 
Motion AGM 2013 – 2   Moved by Kirk Elliott, Seconded by Mark Weatherald 
Be it moved that the minutes of the AGM meeting held  January 7, 2012 be accepted as distributed. Carried 
 
D. Hicks presented the Chairman’s report. 
 
J. Davidson reviewed the financial results for the 2011/2012 year. 
 
Motion  AGM 2013 – 3 Moved by Mark Weatherald, Seconded by G. Gust 
Whereas the Members of the SWCDC are in receipt of the 2011 – 2012 financial statements as prepared by Merv 
Culham CA and, Whereas these financial statements have been approved by the Board of Directors: 
 
Therefore be it moved that the 2011 – 2012 financial statement be received as submitted. Carried 
 
Motion 2013 -  4. Moved by Mark Akin,  Seconded by Erin Gray 
Whereas the SWCDC  is required by regulation to appoint a Chartered Accountant to review and provide financial 
reports on the activities of the SWCDC and, Whereas Sensus  Accounting Partnership of Yorkton, Saskatchewan has 
agreed to accept this responsibility 
 
Therefore be it moved that Sensus Accounting Partnership of Yorkton, Saskatchewan be appointed as auditor for the 
SWCDC. Carried 
 
Motion 2013  -5 Adjournment . Moved by Kirk Elliott at9:30 AM 
 
Presentations were presented by: Dr. Stefan Bruins, KWS Lochnow, Dr. Rob Graf, AAFC, Elwin Hermanson, CGC, Dr. Rex 
Newkirk, CIGI. 
 
Jake Davidson introduced Dr. Jamie Larsen, AAFC. The SWCDC announced a new 3 year agreement in principle to fund 
varietal research with Dr. Larsen, Dr. Larsen later presented an outline of his experience and program. 
 
A short Q & A ended the program. 

 
 

Information on the Saskatchewan Winter Cereals Development Commission can be found on our website located 
at www.swcdc.info. Recent issues of the Winter Cereals Grower, our official newsletter plus links to SWCDC 
Board Orders, legislation and other interesting winter cereal related information. 
 
All members of the SWCDC receive a print copy of the Winter Cereals Grower as published. The Grower is our 
official means of contacting members with news, notice of meetings and openings on our volunteer board of 
directors. If you have a topic you feel would make interesting reading for members of the SWCDC and also 
Winter Cereals Manitoba Inc. please contact our office. 



 
Chairman’s Report 

Dale Hicks, CCA. Outlook, Saskatchewan - Research Funding During Government Cutbacks 
   In this past year, SWCDC has had many challenges obtaining government funding. Funding in general has been cutback, and in 
some instances not available at all. This has been challenging, to say the least, and caused much soul searching on placing priorities 
on certain projects, and digging to deeper to fund them.   
     One objective is continuing on with the last DIAP  with Dr. Brian Beres, to do agronomy work. All our partners in this project have 
had to dig deeper to make it happen. The outcome is unknown but it is a high priority as one part of the project is expanding the 
seeding window, and what the results are by doing so.  This project is of importance thanks to the feedback of growers who call in 
with questions on early or late seeding, and what the outcome would be.   
     Another project that was started last year was to revive rye breeding and agronomy with Dr. Jamie Larson at AAFC in Lethbridge.  
The federal government wants to cut back on these minor crop programs, but again, our growers have indicated that there is indeed 
interest in rye and we should continue on with the work.  We now have the opportunity to test and grow hybrid rye, and some of 
the agronomy work that is to be done is to learn the management of intensive cropped high yielding hybrid rye.  
     The last project of note is cooperating with the U of S, via Dr. Ravi Chibbar doing gene marker work. As provincial funding 
disappeared, the SWCDC and our friends in Manitoba with the Winter Cereals Manitoba Inc., had to quickly come up with more 
funding to keep the project alive.  This marker work will assist Dr. Rob Graf and Dr. Jamie Larson in selecting material with best cold 
tolerance and other novel traits. This work is very important, as we have the knowledge and excellent breeding programs running. 
The only thing that separates our public breeders from the big commercial breeders is the ability to access marker work.  Our winter 
cereal program can be world class calibre. 
     I would again thank producers for there input, and the contributions from our research partners, such as Winter Cereals 
Manitoba Inc.,  AAFC, Ducks Unlimited, Alberta Wheat Growers Commission and other smaller contributions from fertilizer and crop 
protection companies too many to mention. 
     To all our producers, thanks for your support, and may the 2014 season go well, and hope for good crops with some price 
recovery.                    
Dale Hicks   
 
A Message from the Executive Director 
J.A. Davidson, P.Ag., PAS 
 
Welcome to the Seventh Annual General meeting of the Saskatchewan Winter Cereals Development Commission. It seems like only 
yesterday we were planning our first.  Unlike the previous year the SWCDC did take on a new project in that we entered into our 3 
year Rye program announced here last year. Our reduced levy income requires that we act with fiscal restraint. The SWCDC manages 
our income and reserves in a very conservative and prudent manner in order that we can ensure we have the funds necessary to 
meet our current and proposed future research obligations. In the last fiscal year our 2 exceptional research projects, The $1.5 
million DIAP research study and the Pan Prairie Winter Wheat Project both reached an end. We participated in a group application 
with our sister organizations in Alberta and Manitoba and Ducks Unlimited Canada for research money from the federal Growing 
Forward II program however we were not successful with our application. We have reapplied with a modified proposal and once we 
learn the fate of this application we will be able to focus our funding on other new and different projects. Early in our current fiscal 
year your directors made a significant commitment in principle to the U of S. Project details are being presented at this meeting. 
 
Statistics Canada had reported the seeded acreage of winter wheat dropped to 390,000 acres in fall 2012. With winter kill the 
harvested acres were 340,000 (average yield 45.7 bu/a). This drop in acreage has significantly affected our Levy revenues and the 
2013 – 2014 fiscal year is a good example of why the SWCDC practices such fiscal restraint. At the same time Rye acreage dropped 
from 160,000 to 100,000 acres (90,000 harvested at 32.9 bu/a) which further reduces our income.  However there is a bright light at 
the end of the tunnel. This fall wheat acreage rebounded to 525,000 acres and fall rye to 110,000.  

 
Now with seven years behind us the SWCDC continues to ensure that winter cereals research moves forward.  Our goal continues to 
be the development of new varieties and management practices. Our ability to make significant financial commitments to breeding 
and agronomy research will take us to that goal. We appreciate and welcome your participation in your commission. 
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